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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 059041 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG, PBOR, IS, EG. US 

SUBJECT: INCIDENT INVOLVING AMOCO DRILLING RIG 

REF: CAIRO 7378 

1 . DEPARTMENT HAS DISCUSSED INCIDENT REPORTED IN REFTEL 
WITH AMOCO VICE PRESIDENT HENRY BOSWELL. BOSWELL STATED 
THAT INCIDENT TOOK PLACE IN BLOCK 373-2 OF AMOCO CONCESSION 
AREA, SOME 4000 FEET WEST OF "MEDIAN LINE". AMOCO COUNSEL 
SUBSEQUENTLY GAVE COORDINATES (AS BEST AS CAN BE DETER- 
MINED BASED ON AVAILABLE INFORMATION) AS 27 DEGREES, 59 
MINUTES, 10 SECONDS NORTH LATITUDE AND 33 DEGREES, 37 
MINUTES, 38 SECONDS EAST LONGITUDE. ACCORDING TO OUR PLOT- 
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TING, THIS LOCATION IS CLEARLY ON EGYPTIAN SIDE OF "MEDIAN 
LINE". 

2. BOSWELL S ACCOUNT OF INCIDENT CLOSELY PARALLELED THAT 
GIVEN IN REFTEL. CONTRARY TO RUBASH'S POSITION, HOWEVER, 

BOSWELL REQUESTED USG TAKE UP MATTER WITH GOI SEEKING 
AVOIDANCE OF ANY RECURRANCE 
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3. DEPARTMENT AGREED THAT WE WOULD DO SO, SINCE SUCH AN 
APPROACH WOULD BE ENTIRELY CONSISTENT WITH OUR EARLIER 
DISCUSSION WITH GOI IN WHICH WE ALERTED THEM TO AMOCO PLANS 
(STATE 56357 AND TEL AVIV 2970). 

4. ACCORDINGLY, REQUEST THAT EMBASSY TEL AVIV SEEK AN 
EARLY OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS THIS WITH APPROPRIATE GOI 
OFFICIALS. YOU SHOULD MAKE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

-ALTHOUGH USG DOES NOT RECOGNIZE VALIDITY OF "MEDIAN" 
ESTABLISHED UNILATERALLY BY GOI, WE ASSUME THAT GOI 
POLICY HAS BEEN AND WILL CONTINUE TO BE ONE OF NOT CON- 
TESTING GOE-SPONSORED EXPLORATION AND EXPLOITATION ACTIVITY 
WEST OF THAT LINE. 

-BASED ON OUR BEST INFORMATION, THE EARLY MARCH INCIDENT 
INVOLVING AMOCO RIG 51 1 TOOK PLACE AT A POINT CLEARLY TO 
THE WEST OF THE SO-CALLED "MEDIAN LINE". 

-IN THE INTEREST OF AVOIDING SUCH AN INCIDENT, WE HAD 
UNDERTAKEN TO INFORM THE GOI IN ADVANCE OF AMOCO'S ACTI- 
VITY IN THIS AREA. 

-WE HOPE THAT THE GOI WILL TAKE WHATEVER MEASURES MAY BE 
NECESSARY TO INSURE THAT THERE IS NO RECURRENCE OF INCI- 
DENTS OF THIS KIND. VANCE 
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